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and establishing the industries necessary for the economic needs of the
new or enlarged towns, served to re-create a middle class, as well as a
class of free workmen and industrial employees who were to form the
backbone of society in the communes snatched from the former seignorial
jurisdiction. Finally, the rural Christian serfs who were the basis of
agricultural life, and who until the end of the twelfth century represented
a large and socially subject class, gradually became released from many of
the bonds limiting their personal freedom, and developed into free workers,
whence there soon emerged a rural democracy. A document of 1215
signed by Alfonso IX of Leon marks the beginning of this legal evolu-
tion, which, by the close of the thirteenth century, had generally bestowed
on the former serfs the right of leaving the estates of their lords and of not
being sold along with the land, had established the validity of their
marriages without the necessity of obtaining their lord's consent, and
had fixed the exact amount of dues in kind, in money, or in labour owed
to their masters. The frequent revolts of serfs in lay and ecclesiastical
lordships, and even of the free population in seignorial towns, shew very
clearly the painful and sustained effort to obtain these improvements. Only,
as is to be seen in all the legal documents of the period, the servitude of
Muslim prisoners of war was still very hard, in contrast to the liberties
granted to the Arab populations admitted into the Christian social
structure, as will presently be shewn.

Conditions were different in Aragon and Catalonia. In Aragon during
the thirteenth century there was a reaction which kept long depressed
the condition of rural labourers, whether Christian or Muslim (exaricos).
A document emanating from the Cortes of Huesca in 1245 shews that
the lords enjoyed very harsh rights, extending to the absolute power of
killing their serfs by starvation or cold. In Catalonia the serfs (payeses)
were crushed by dues and personal services, to which were given the
name of "evil usages." By the thirteenth century they had only obtained
the possibility of purchasing their liberty by paying a sum of money
(redimmtia or remensa). In Catalonia the total liberation of this social
class did not come about until the fifteenth century, and in Aragon
later still.

On the other hand, the middle class enjoyed a greater development
and a higher importance in Catalonia than elsewhere. This was the result
of both the industrial and the commercial progress of the country, and
naturally was mainly found on the coast, where the most prosperous
towns were situated. It was this class that gave birth to the great
Catalan expansion of future centuries. In Catalonia there was also an
intermediate class between the serfs and the bourgeois of the communes,
consisting of men who were free in law but who were dependents of noble
landowners (homes de paratje\ which was eventually to form a kind of
agrarian middle class and to play a very important part.

Gradually, as Christian territory increased, two new elements of
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